
 

 

 
 
Dear Cardiff Schools Staff and Families, 
  
I hope this finds you all well, and that you all continue to stay safe and healthy.  
  

This has been a challenging couple of weeks for us all, adjusting to new routines while adhering to 
guidelines to stay home and practice social distancing. I would like to sincerely thank our hard 
working teachers and staff for providing our students with continued learning opportunities and a 
connection to school while simultaneously navigating their own personal circumstances in this 
unprecedented and rapidly changing situation. This has been especially challenging in that it has 
coincided with the end of our second trimester and grading period. We are all fortunate to be among 
these committed, caring professionals, providing a sense of normalcy and connectedness for our 
children from the very beginning of the school closure.  
  

Last week, Governor Newsom shared his opinion that schools may not reopen this school year. Since 
that time, cases of COVID-19 continue to rise in the state and county, making it unlikely that our 
schools will be safe to reopen after the upcoming spring break. While this is unsettling, as of now we 
must plan for the reality that we cannot count on a definitive date that our schools will reopen.  
  

At this time, the Governor has not mandated statewide school closures and is allowing the decision to 
be made on the local level. San Diego County issued a health order last Monday stating that all public 
and private schools “shall not hold classes or other school activities where students gather on the 
school campus.” As you know, the Cardiff School District, along with every other school district in our 
county, is following that directive. All decisions about reopening will be made in conjunction with local 
public health officials and in collaboration with our local school districts and the San Diego County 
Office of Education.  
  

As we are uncertain how long the closure will last, we are putting plans in place that will provide 
students with resources they need in anticipation that we will not be returning to school after spring 
break. We encourage our families to think in both the short- and long-term as well. Our goal will be to 
return to school as soon as it is safely allowable, and we will continue to provide updates as new 
information becomes available. 
  

Our District has been fortunate to have 1:1 iPads and digital tools in place and in regular use for all 
students K-6 for the past eight years. In a classroom setting, these tools are one part of our balanced 
approach to educating our students. Our goal now is to work through the transition to distance 
learning, which means planning and adjusting to a balanced, sustainable distance learning 
environment that utilizes technology, including our learning management systems (Seesaw and 
Schoology), computer-adaptive software, other educational programs/tools, and opportunities for 
collaboration and virtual learning, while honoring the need for rest, play, exercise, and family time for 



 

 

all members of our learning community. We are working hard on all of this and as it continues to 
evolve, we appreciate your support!  
  
On the homefront, thank you for ensuring that your child is connecting with his/her teacher on school 
days and completing the assigned activities as appropriate. We are working to ensure that every one 
of our students is connected and supported. This includes making calls to families of students that 
have not yet connected to ensure that all Cardiff Schools students are actively engaged in distance 
learning.  
  

Please note the COVID 19 Updates and Resources section of our District website, which includes 
links to many different resources, such as low cost internet resources and local child nutrition 
locations where meals are available for any student whose family may be food insecure. Please 
continue to stay informed of the situation by regularly checking updates from San Diego County 
Public Health Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Also, the San Diego 
County Public Health Department updates its website daily with information about COVID- 19 and 
related emergency orders. We can all do our part to help flatten the curve by adhering to all orders 
and recommendations.  
  

In happy news, the Cardiff School rebuild continues to make progress. The construction industry is 
one of the sectors considered essential under Governor Newsom’s executive order. This means the 
recently resumed construction on Cardiff School will continue until further notice. The contractor is 
beginning the work of installing the retention basins for stormwater management and pouring the first 
concrete slabs in anticipation of framing, which will begin soon. We will put some current photos on 
our website to share this exciting progress.  
  

In closing, I want to thank all of you for supporting our students and each other. As adults, we are all 
doing the best we can to create a safe, loving, routine environment for the young people in our lives in 
a time of great uncertainty. We are all in this together, and we are here for each other. Sending 
everyone continued wishes for good health! 
  

Best, 
  
Jill Vinson 
Superintendent 
 


